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In keeping with our Mission Statement of "Uniting in Christ,
Growing in Faith, Serving in love, and Sharing the Good News,
WE welcome you to Christus Victor and we are blessed that you
are spending time with us in worship.

Theme:
God keeps the promise made to David, to give him an everlasting
throne. The angel tells Mary that God will give David’s throne to
her son Jesus. She is perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting and by the
news of her coming pregnancy, but she is able still to say, “Count
me in.” We who know that Jesus is called king only as he is
executed still find it a mystery hard to fathom, but with Mary today
we hear the news of what God is up to and say, “Count us in.”

PARTICIPANTS
LAY ASSISTANT:
LAY READER:
ACOLYTE:
USHERS:
ALTAR GUILD:

Wayne Schaumburg
Wayne Schaumburg
Alayna Diamond
Andrea Zahirsky, Irene Ruby
JoAnn Velten, Andrea Zahirsky,
Virginia McCurdy
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Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 24, 2017
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, Arr. Mark Hayes
GATHERING
P. God call us to:
Unite in Christ, Grow in Faith, Serve in Love, and Share the
Good news.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P. In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
P. Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.
A. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.
A. Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.
Amen.
3

P. In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for
us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
*GATHERING SONG (ELW 257) Verses 1- 4
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*GREETING
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING
Come Emmanuel. We sing your praises. We listen to the song of
Mary whose soul magnifies the Lord. As we all await the coming
of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, warm our hearts with the promise
of your mercy and forgiveness, calm our nerves from the anxiety
of God walking in and amongst us, and fill our hearts with love
and compassion; the same love and compassion you bring to us
through the work of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Amen
*KYRIE (ELW p. 147)
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 148)
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P. Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant
grace and might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your
mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the
world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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WORD
FIRST READING: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
A reading from 2 Samuel.
Instead of David building a house (temple) for the Lord, the Lord
promises to establish David’s house (dynasty) forever. Centuries
later, after the Babylonian exile, no king sat on the throne. Even
then, however, the people of Israel remembered this promise and
continued to hope for a king, the messiah, the Lord’s anointed.
1
Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had
given him rest from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to
the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but
the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all
that you have in mind; for the LORD is with you.”
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But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go
and tell my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to
build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the
day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I
have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I
have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak
a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded
to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me
a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant
David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture,
from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I
have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your
enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name,
like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a
place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may
live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers
shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I
appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest
from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the
LORD will make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom
shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be
established forever.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Luke 1:46b-55
You, Lord, have lifted up the lowly. (Lk. 1:52)
46b
My soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord,
47
my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior,
48
for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly
servant.
From this day all generations will | call me blessed:
49
you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me
and holy | is your name.
50
You have mercy on | those who fear you,
from generation to | generation.
51
You have shown strength | with your arm
and scattered the proud in | their conceit,
52
casting down the mighty | from their thrones
and lifting | up the lowly.
53
You have filled the hungry | with good things
and sent the rich | away empty.
54
You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel,
to remember the prom- | ise of mercy,
55
the promise made | to our forbears,
to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever.
SECOND READING: Romans 16:25-27
A reading from Romans.
Paul closes his letter to the Romans by praising God because in
the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ God has revealed
the promised, divine plan of salvation for all humanity. Paul
proclaims this gospel of Christ in order to bring about the
obedience of faith among all nations.
25
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my
gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the
revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but is
now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known
to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to
bring about the obedience of faith—27to the only wise God,
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151)

*GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In this annunciation, Luke makes clear that God comes with good
news for ordinary people (Mary) from littleknown places
(Nazareth). This king will not be born to royalty in a palace, but to
common folk in a stall. Here Luke highlights the role of the Spirit,
a special emphasis in his gospel.
26
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose
name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The
Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
31
And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary
said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The
angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child
to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now,
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and
this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For
nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am
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I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word.” Then the angel departed from her.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
YOUNG PEOPLE’S MESSAGE
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY (ELW 263)
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*CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A. Guided by the light of Christ, let us pray for the coming dawn
of joy, healing, and comfort for all God’s people.
A. Your eternal reign has come into the world. Give us ears to hear
your call to serve your kingdom, and send us out to those who are
hurting and in need of good news. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
A. You created the mystery and beauty of the earth. Replenish
rivers, lakes, seas, and all bodies of water, so that plants, animals,
and humans can have life and be refreshed. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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A. You bring down the powerful and raise up the lowly. Where
war rages, shatter hatred with forgiveness and peace. Where fear
rules, make your all-powerful and eternal presence known. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
A. You remember us with mercy, Lord, as you have done for all
generations. Fill us, comfort us, strengthen us, and enlighten us.
Make your will known to all in need. Today we pray especially
for . . . . Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
A. You called Mary to bear your Son. We pray for pregnant
women, for mothers and fathers of infants and small children, and
especially for couples who bear the pain of infertility, miscarriage,
or stillbirth. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
A. Your kingdom has no end. With your servants throughout time,
women and men, old and young, unite us forever in your reign of
peace and joy. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
P. We raise our prayers to you, O God, in the name of the one who
is, who was, and who is to come, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
MEAL
OFFERING
OFFERTORY: Behold The King of Glory Waits, Robert Leaf
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*PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS

*OFFERING PRAYER
A. Let us pray.
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your
creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope
as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING
*DIALOGUE
P. The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P. Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153)
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
*LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
COMMUNION

17

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154)
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COMMUNION HYMN (ELW 272)
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*P. The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in His Grace. Amen.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A. Let us pray.
A. God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of
that day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us
forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of
your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
SENDING
*BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.
Amen.
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*SENDING SONG (ELW 257) Verses 5 -8
O Come, Oh Come, Emmanuel

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
A. God calls us to:
Unite in Christ, Grow in Faith, Serve in Love, and Share the
Good News!
POSTLUDE: What Child is This?, arr. Aaron Miller
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Care & Concern List
David Bryson
Juliet McDonough
Brian & Vickie Chester
Lt. Jordan Miller
Linda Robbins Dennis
Elaine Myers
Rosemary Durkin
Earl Robinson
Sid George*
Harold & Diane Robinson
Bud & Ginny Getz
John Ruby*
Marie Greb*
Mildred Taylor*
Samantha Kimbler
Kathy Ternent
Pam Klank
Dean Toskes
Tom & Marti Mabry*
Rev. Jack Trautwein
Connor McDonough
Shauna Williams
*member of CVLC

Names remain on the prayer list for 4 weeks. Please contact the
Church Office 410.668.8089, or office@christusvictoronline.org to
request a longer listing.
Homebound Members:
Robert Bryant
Kay Diggs
Gloria Forrester
Betty & Frank Hines
Linda Walck
George Warren

Jean Doty
Elizabeth Raines
Ruby Wilt

Attendance: 12/17/17: 8:30 – 40; 11:00 - 92
Count Our Blessings: 12/17/17 - $2,888.00
Thank you for your generous support!
Christ Flowers: Given to the Glory of God by Sherry Simpkins
Chancel Flowers: None This Week
The 2017 Flower Book is available in the Narthex. In order to
defray the cost of flowers, we are increasing the price to $20.00.
Once again, we will offer Chancel flowers for $20.00.
Please remember Christus Victor Lutheran Church in your
will.
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Have ideas to help show God’s love? Please E-mail them to
victorsstew@gmail.com.
Congregation Council meeting minutes for October are available
in the Narthex & on the Council bulletin board in the fellowship hall.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Dec. 26 – Christus Comforters WILL NOT MEET
Dec. 31 – New Year’s Eve – One Service @ 10:00 AM
Jan. 2 – Christus Comforters 9:30 AM
Jan. 8 – WELCA 10:00 AM
Jan 8 – Council Meeting 7:00 PM
Jan. 9 – Cottage Meeting 7:00 PM
Jan. 15 – Oakleaf Articles Due
Jan 17 – LMS Pickup
VICTOR’S VITTLES:
December 30 – Susanne Miller, Darlene Aus, Linda Meyer (C)
Driver Pick-up – December 29 – Linda Duncan
On the third Wednesday of every month, the LMS comes to
Christus Victor to pick up any donations from the congregation.
Please leave any donations in the fellowship hall behind the coat
rack and label your items LMS. The next pickup date is Jan. 17.
Happy Birthday Wishes: December 26 – Joel McCrea; December
27 – Cindy Brazil; December 28 – Kathi Peck; December 30 –
Abby Morawski
Happy Anniversary Wishes: December 26 – Faye & David Lari
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Congregation Council
Sharon Simpkins, President
410.661.7568
Michael Schumann, VP/Finance
410.665.0702
Linda Meyer, Secretary
410.215.0356
Helen Tennant, Treasurer/Property
410.661.0686
Kathy Krause, Evangelism
410.529.7083
Adam Wilson, BOLD Stewardship
240.520.0085
Todd Hieber, Administration
410.591.0986
Pat Eichner, Worship & Music
410.668.5345
, Mutual Ministry
Cheryl Fidler, Christian Education
410.879.1568
Diane Frederick, Social Ministry
410.882.1402

Pastor:
Dir.of Music/
Children’s Choir:
Parish Admin.:

Council President
Sunday School
Superintendent:
Oakleaf Editor:
Victor’s Vittles:
Financial Sec.:
Asset Acc’t. Mgr.
WELCA:
Altar Guild:
Ushers:
Youth Group:

Church Contacts
Pastor Christopher Litton 443.517.9890
pastorlitton@gmail.com
Taylor Armstrong 410.340.6595
tsarmstrong@gmail.com
Sharon Ibex
office@christusvictoronline.org
Office Phone: 410.668.8089
Sharon Simpkins 410.661.7568
sherrylsimpkins@gmail.com
Sandy Petrovich 410.444.7947
Kathie Nichols 410.592.7942
knbnichols@yahoo.com
Pat Eichner 410.668.5345
Diane Earnest 410.760.8406
Chad Roeder 443.690.0888
Virginia McCurdy 410.665.9499
JoAnn Velten 410.254.2814
JoAnn Velten 410.254.2814
Chad Roeder 443.690.0888
Gordon Krause 410.529.7083
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