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In keeping with our Mission Statement of "Uniting in Christ,
Growing in Faith, Serving in love, and Sharing the Good News,
WE welcome you to Christus Victor and we are blessed that you
are spending time with us in worship.

Theme:
In today’s first reading, God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to
accomplish divine purposes. When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus,
he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him and to God
what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our
ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority.
Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in the
service of God and for the sake of the world.

PARTICIPANTS
LAY ASSISTANTS:
LAY READERS:
ACOLYTES:
USHERS:
ALTAR GUILD:

Todd Hieber, Jane Bowie
Todd Hieber, Jane Bowie
Alex Gail, Jim Jester
Ed Gail, Sylvia Gail
Andrea Zahirsky, Tom McCurdy
JoAnn Velten, Irene Ruby
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20th Sunday after Pentecost
October 22, 2017
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE: How Sweet the Name, Healey Willan
GATHERING
P. God call us to:
Unite in Christ, Grow in Faith, Serve in Love, and Share the
Good news.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P. In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
P. Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.
A. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.
A. Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
3

may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.
Amen.
P. In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for
us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

4

*GATHERING SONG (ELW 870)
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*GREETING
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P. Let us pray.
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let
us live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory;
redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1-7
A reading from Isaiah.
The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one
the Lord has anointed to end Israel’s exile. The Lord makes this
choice so that the whole world will recognize this Lord as the only
God. Persia had a god of light and a god of darkness; the Lord
claims sovereignty over both light and darkness.
1
Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus,
whose right hand I have grasped
to subdue nations before him
and strip kings of their robes,
to open doors before him—
and the gates shall not be closed:
2
I will go before you
and level the mountains,
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze
and cut through the bars of iron,
3
I will give you the treasures of darkness
and riches hidden in secret places,
so that you may know that it is I, the LORD,
the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
4
For the sake of my servant Jacob,
and Israel my chosen,
I call you by your name,
I surname you, though you do not know me.
5
I am the LORD, and there is no other;
besides me there is no god.
I arm you, though you do not know me,
6
so that they may know, from the rising of the sun
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and from the west, that there is no one besides me;
I am the LORD, and there is no other.
7
I form light and create darkness,
I make weal and create woe;
I the LORD do all these things.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13]
Ascribe to the LORD honor and power. (Ps. 96:7)
1
Sing to the LORD| a new song;
sing to the LORD, | all the earth.
2
Sing to the LORD, bless the name | of the LORD;
proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day.
3
Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations
and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples.
4
For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised,
more to be feared | than all gods.
5
As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols;
but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens.
6
Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence;
power and splendor are in your | sanctuary.
7
Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power.
8
Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the | holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts | of the LORD.
9
Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness;
tremble before the LORD, | all the earth.
SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
A reading from 1 Thessalonians.
Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul is giving
pastoral encouragement & reassurances to new Christians living
in an antagonistic pagan environment. Their commitment of faith,
love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian
communities.
1
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians
in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you & peace.
8
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We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you
in our prayers, constantly 3remembering before our God and Father
your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in
our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters beloved
by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our message of the
gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the
Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of
persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you
became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution
you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that
you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in
Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not
only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in
God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it.
9
For the people of those regions report about us what kind of
welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from
idols, to serve a living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from
heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us
from the wrath that is coming.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 188)
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*GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to
trap him with questions. First they ask if God’s people should pay
taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar.
15
Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he
said. 16So they sent their disciples to him, along with the
Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and
teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference
to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us,
then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or
not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you
putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for
the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20Then he said to them,
“Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21They answered, “The
emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor
the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are
God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left
him and went away.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
YOUNG PEOPLE'S MESSAGE
SERMON
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*HYMN OF THE DAY (ELW 856)
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*CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A. Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the
world, and all of God’s creation.
A. Trusting in God, we pray for the church. Fill all worshipers with
your Holy Spirit. Grant them generous hearts to share God’s
splendor revealed to them in Jesus Christ. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
A. We pray for creation: for the power of sun, wind, and water, for
the riches buried in rock and soil, for the magnificence of life in
forms too many to number. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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A. We pray for the nations: for leaders of governments, for fair
commerce between nations, for treasurers, boards of directors, and
all who justly distribute monetary resources. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
A. We pray for the poor and outcast, for those who cannot afford
food, medicine, clothing, and shelter, for the communities and
agencies who serve the needy and advocate on their behalf
(especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
A. Trusting in God’s healing power, we pray for this congregation:
for the unemployed and overworked, for all who are burdened by
debt, for the sick and those in particular need (especially). Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
A. We give thanks for the saints of every time and place. By your
Spirit, grant us sure confidence in the everlasting glory you
promise. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
P. Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting the power of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit.
Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
MEAL
OFFERING
ORGAN VOLUNTARY: My God How Wonderful Thou Art,
Healey Willan
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*PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS

*OFFERING PRAYER
A. Let us pray.
A. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day
you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in
Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to
respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Amen.
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING
*DIALOGUE
P. The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P. Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190)
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
*LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
COMMUNION
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COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 191)
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COMMUNION HYMN (ELW 742)
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*P. The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in His Grace. Amen.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A. Let us pray.
A. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you
send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the
bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to
your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.
SENDING
*BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever. Amen.
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*SENDING SONG (ELW 686)
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*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
A. God calls us to:
Unite in Christ, Grow in Faith, Serve in Love, and Share the
Good News!
POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living,
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Care & Concern List
Nancy Barnes*
Elaine Myers
Pat Crum*
Earl Robinson
Margaret Fidler
Harold & Diane Robinson
Samantha Kimbler
John Ruby*
Tom & Marti Mabry*
Mildred Taylor*
Rev. Jack Trautwein
*member of CVLC

Names remain on the prayer list for 4 weeks. Please contact the
Church Office 410.668.8089, or office@christusvictoronline.org to
request a longer listing.
Homebound Members:
Kay Diggs
Jean Doty
Betty & Frank Hines Mabel Meinhardt
LindaWalck
George Warren

Gloria Forrester
Elizabeth Raines
Ruby Wilt

Attendance: 10/15/17: 8:30 – 40; 11:00 - 38
Count Our Blessings: 10/15/17 - $4,399.54
Thank you for your generous support!
Christ Flowers: In Memory Dorothy Villa and Dorothy Willis are
Given by Virginia and Tom McCurdy.
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The 2017 Flower Book is available in the Narthex. In order to
defray the cost of flowers, we are increasing the price to $20.00.
Once again, we will offer Chancel flowers for $20.00.
Please remember Christus Victor Lutheran Church in your
will.
Congregation Council meeting minutes for August are available
in the Narthex & on the Council bulletin board in the fellowship hall.
Welcome Kim Buckel who shares with us his gift of music as Tate
is away on military duty.

Pastor's Schedule:
Monday (a.m.): Office Planning
Monday (1 - 4 p.m.): Office Hours
Tuesday (p.m.): Visitation
Wednesday (a.m.): Coffee, Cake, and Commentary
Teleconference meeting
Wednesday (1 - 4 p.m.): Office hours
Thursday (a.m.): Office hours
Thursday (p.m.): Pastoral care meetings
Friday: Pastor's Day Off
Office Hours:
This is intentional time set aside for Pastoral Care type meetings,
other meetings that may need to occur i.e. Worship and Music,
Stewardship Cmte, Finance Cmte, etc. There will be meetings of
various committees and planned leadership meetings that will
occur in the evenings. Also, pastoral care meetings can be
scheduled in the evenings to accommodate work schedules.
Emergencies will also be priority.
Have ideas to help show God’s love? Please E-mail them to
victorsstew@gmail.com.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Oct. 24 – Christus Comforters 9:30 AM
Oct. 24 – PCRC Meeting 7:00 PM
Oct. 25 – Coffee, Cake & Commentary 10:00 AM
Oct. 28 – Trunk or Treat 5:00 PM
Oct. 29 – Reformation Sunday and Confirmation
Oct. 30 - Cottage Meeting 12:00 Noon
Nov. 11 – Christmas Bazaar 9:00 AM -3:00 PM
Nov. 15 – LMS Pickup
Nov. 19 – Town Hall Meeting between the services
Nov. 26 – Congregational Meeting – One Service
VICTOR’S VITTLES:
October 28 – Angela Myers, Ben Myers, Pat Eichner (C)
Driver Pick-up – October 27 – Tom & Ginny McCurdy
Happy Birthday Wishes: Oct. 22 – Madison Vigna, Colette
Revels; Oct. 23 – Charlie Peck; Oct. 24 – Glenn Eichner; Oct. 27 –
Linda Meyer; Oct. 28 – Tom McCurdy
Happy Anniversary Wishes: Oct. 28 – Bob & Angela Walck

On the third Wednesday of every month, the LMS comes to
Christus Victor to pick up any donations from the congregation.
Please leave any donations in the fellowship hall behind the coat
rack and label your items LMS. Due to the Christmas Bazaar on
November 11th, please do not leave any donations in the hall until
November 12th. The next pickup date is Nov. 15th.

23

CHRISTUS VICTOR LUTHERAN CHURCH
OCTOBER 28TH, 2017
5PM – 8PM
“IT’S THE GREAT PUMPKIN CHARLIE BROWN”
AT 5PM
ACTIVITIES, TRUNK OR TREAT,
HOT DOGS, CHIPS & DRINK FOLLOWING
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2017 Congregation Council
Sharon Simpkins, President
410.661.7568
Michael Schumann, VP/Finance
410.665.0702
Linda Meyer, Secretary
410.215.0356
Helen Tennant, Treasurer/Property
410.661.0686
Kathy Krause, Evangelism
410.529.7083
Adam Wilson, BOLD Stewardship
240.520.0085
Todd Hieber, Administration
410.591.0986
Pat Eichner, Worship & Music
410.668.5345
Pat Crum, Mutual Ministry
410.661.9418
Cheryl Fidler, Christian Education
410.879.1568
Diane Frederick, Social Ministry
410.882.1402

Pastor:
Dir.of Music/
Children’s Choir:
Parish Admin.:

Council President
Sunday School
Superintendent:
Oakleaf Editor:
Victor’s Vittles:
Financial Sec.:
Asset Acc’t. Mgr.
WELCA:
Altar Guild:
Ushers:
Youth Group:

Church Contacts
Pastor Christopher Litton 443.517.9890
pastorlitton@gmail.com
Taylor Armstrong 410.340.6595
tsarmstrong@gmail.com
Sharon Ibex
office@christusvictoronline.org
Office Phone: 410.668.8089
Sharon Simpkins 410.661.7568
sherrylsimpkins@gmail.com
Sandy Petrovich 410.444.7947
Kathie Nichols 410.592.7942
knbnichols@yahoo.com
Pat Eichner 410.668.5345
Diane Earnest 410.760.8406
Chad Roeder 443.690.0888
Virginia McCurdy 410.665.9499
JoAnn Velten 410.254.2814
JoAnn Velten 410.254.2814
Chad Roeder 443.690.0888
Gordon Krause 410.529.7083

25

