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In keeping with our Mission Statement of "Uniting in Christ,
Growing in Faith, Serving in love, and Sharing the Good News,
WE welcome you to Christus Victor and we are blessed that you
are spending time with us in worship.

Theme: This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares
with us is the image of friendship. We are called to serve others as
Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of
servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence
of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep
mutuality of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The
Greeks believed that true friends are willing to die for each other.
This is the mutual love of Christian community commanded by
Christ and enabled by the Spirit.

PARTICIPANTS
LAY ASSISTANTS:
LAY READERS:
ACOLYTES:
USHERS:
ALTAR GUILD:

Sandy Petrovich, Michael Schumann
Sandy Petrovich, Adam Wilson
Meghan Collins, Jake/John Sittler
Sherry Simpkins, Phil Biedronski
Betty Schumann, Tom McCurdy
JoAnn Velten, Miriam Keyser, Irene Ruby
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Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 06, 2018
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE: The Call, R. Vaughan Williams
GATHERING
P. God call us to:
Unite in Christ, Grow in Faith, Serve in Love, and Share the
Good news.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P. In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
P. Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.
A. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.
A. Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
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may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.
Amen.
P. In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for
us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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*GATHERING SONG (ELW 385)
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*GREETING
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*KYRIE
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P. Let us pray.
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving
you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed
all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48
A reading from Acts.
While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier
and his family, the Holy Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing that
the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles,
Peter commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name
of Jesus Christ.
44
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who
heard the word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with
Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been
poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in
tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone
withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received
the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay
for several days.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 98
Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands. (Ps. 98:4)
1
Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory.
2
O LORD, you have made | known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the
nations.
8
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You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the |
house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God.
4
Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands;
lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing.
5
Sing to the LORD| with the harp,
with the harp and the | voice of song.
6
With trumpets and the sound | of the horn
shout with joy before the | king, the LORD.
7
Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it,
the world and those who | dwell therein.
8
Let the rivers | clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who
comes to | judge the earth.
9
The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness
and the peo- | ples with equity.
SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6
A reading from 1 John.
God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by
keeping God’s commandments. Thus the world is conquered not
through military might but through love and faith.
1
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of
God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this
we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and
obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey
his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome,
4
for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the
victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers
the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
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This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not
with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the
Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL: John 15:9-17
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his
disciples to help them in the days ahead. Here, he repeats the most
important of all his commands, that they love one another.
[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you;
abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide
in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and
abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.
12
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I
have loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I
command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the
servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called
you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I
have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose
you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so
that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I
am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
YOUNG PEOPLE’S MESSAGE
SERMON
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*HYMN OF THE DAY (ELW 449)
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*CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A. Rejoicing in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we
pray for the witness of the church, the wholeness of creation, and
all who are in need.
A. Holy God, your voice calls us to worship. Where discord
bellows within the church, unite us in harmony. Where we lack
direction, guide us in singing your song with our unique voices.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
A. Creative Lord, your melodies formed the earth and all that is in
it. Receive the roar of the sea and the rhythmic clap of the rivers.
Rejoice as the hills ring out in praise. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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A. Holy One, you hear all our moans and groans. Where lament
and the blues resound, send us to listen. Send us to comfort. Send
us to build relationships rooted in your justice and peace. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.
A. Serenade the estranged and all who suffer alone. Accompany
high-functioning addicts and the frightened who have no one to
turn to. Give rest to overworked caregivers and people living with
schizophrenia. Today we pray especially for . . . . Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
A. Eternal Song, you call us to share our gifts for your glory. We
thank you and praise you for our musicians and vocalists, choir
directors and hymnwriters. Bless all who lead and all who sing in
worship. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
A. Your goodness echoes through all time with the songs of the
saints. Thank you for all the disciples who have mentored us
through their gift of music. Keep your song within us this day and
always. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
P. We entrust all our prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them
by the power of the Holy Spirit and the love of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
MEAL
OFFERING
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OFFERTORY (8:30): O Thou in Whose Presence, Swain, Lewis
ANTHEM (11:00): We Sing to You, O God, Thomas Keesecker
*PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS

14

*OFFERING PRAYER
A. Let us pray.
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your
creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope
as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*GREAT THANKSGIVING
*DIALOGUE
P. The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P. Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of
the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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*LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154)
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COMMUNION HYMN (ELW 470)
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*P. The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in His Grace. Amen.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A. Let us pray.
A. God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of
that day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us
forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of
your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
SENDING
*BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.
Amen.
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*SENDING SONG (ELW 845)
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*DISMISSAL
A. God calls us to:
Unite in Christ, Grow in Faith, Serve in Love, and Share the
Good News!
A. Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Cornet Voluntary, William Walond
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Care & Concern List
Charlene Bowie
Pam Klank
David Bryson
Marti Mabry*
Le’Anne Bryson
Sara McNatt
Ed Chester
Lt. Jordan Miller
Jackie Crandell
Paul David Phillips
Herb Crum*
John Ruby*
Jim & Rosemarie Durkin
Louise Stoffa
Samantha Kimbler
Sue Treanor
Bea Walshinsky*
*member of CVLC
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Names remain on the prayer list for 4 weeks. Please contact the
Church Office 410.668.8089, or office@christusvictoronline.org to
request a longer listing.
Homebound Members:
Kay Diggs
Sid & Jeanne George
Elizabeth Raines
George Warren

Jean Doty
Gloria Forrester
Betty & Frank Hines
Mildred Taylor
Linda Walck
Ruby Wilt

Attendance: 4/29/18: 8:30 – 51; 11:00 - 60
Count Our Blessings: 4/29/18 - $2,509.00
Thank you for your generous support!
Christ Flowers: None this Week
Chancel Flowers: None this Week
The 2018 Flower Book is available in the Narthex. In order to
defray the cost of flowers, we are increasing the price to $20.00.
Once again, we will offer Chancel flowers for $20.00.
Please remember Christus Victor Lutheran Church in your
will.
Have ideas to help show God’s love? Please E-mail them to
victorsstew@gmail.com.
Congregation Council meeting minutes for March are available
in the Narthex & on the Council bulletin board in the fellowship
hall.
VICTOR’S VITTLES:
May 12 – Jane Bowie, Irene Ruby, Pat Eichner (C)
Driver Pick-up – May 11 – Wayne Schaumburg, Howard
Stansbury
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Happy Birthday Wishes: May 8 – Betty Hines; May 10 – Linda
Watkinson
Happy Anniversary Wishes: May 6 – Tom & Virginia McCurdy;
May 9 – Robin & Diana Rouleau

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
May 7 – Pastor – Office Hours
May 7 – The Good Vibe Tribe Women’s Meeting 6:00 PM
May 8 – Pastor - Visitation
May 8 – Christus Comforters 9:30 AM
May 10 – Pastor – Office Hours
May 11 – Pastor’s Day Off
May 11 – New Beginnings 7:00 PM
May 13 – Mother’s Day Brunch 9:30 AM
May 14 – WELCA 10:00 AM
May 14 – Council Meeting 7:00 PM
May 15 – Oakleaf Articles Due
May 16 – LMS Pickup
May 22 – PCRC 7:00 PM
Jun. 2 – Victor’s Vittles Coordinators’ Meeting 12:00 Noon
On the third Wednesday of every month, the LMS comes to
Christus Victor to pick up any donations from the congregation.
Please leave any donations in the fellowship hall behind the coat
rack and label your items LMS. The next pickup date is May 16th.
There will be a meeting for the Victor’s Vittles Coordinators on
Saturday, June 2, 2018 at 12:00 Noon. Everyone who is
interested is welcome to attend.
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2018 Congregation Council
Sharon Simpkins, President
410.661.7568
Michael Schumann, VP/Finance
410.665.0702
Karen Biedronski, Secretary
410.529.9405
Helen Tennant, Treasurer
410.661.0686
Linda Meyer, Administration
410.215.0356
Don Keyser, Worship & Music
410.569.0015
Adam Wilson, BOLD Stewardship
240.520.0085
Todd Hieber, Property
410.591.0986
Cheryl Fidler, Christian Education
410.879.1568
Diane Frederick, Social Ministry
410.882.1402
Terrie Falloni, Evangelism
443.722.3272
Nancy Yeager, Mutual Ministry
410.668.4583
Joe Marsheck & Fiona Mitchell, Youth Representatives

Pastor:
Dir.of Music/
Children’s Choir:
Parish Admin.:

Council President
Sunday School
Superintendent:
Oakleaf Editor:
Victor’s Vittles:
Financial Sec.:
Asset Acc’t. Mgr.
WELCA:
Altar Guild:
Ushers:
Youth Group:

Church Contacts
Pastor Christopher Litton 443.517.9890
pastorlitton@gmail.com
Taylor Armstrong 410.340.6595
tsarmstrong@gmail.com
Sharon Ibex
office@christusvictoronline.org
Office Phone: 410.668.8089
Sharon Simpkins 410.661.7568
sherrylsimpkins@gmail.com
Sandy Petrovich 410.444.7947
Kathie Nichols 410.592.7942
knbnichols@yahoo.com
Linda Meyer 410.215.0356
Diane Earnest 410.760.8406
Chad Roeder 443.690.0888
Virginia McCurdy 410.665.9499
JoAnn Velten 410.254.2814
JoAnn Velten 410.254.2814
Chad Roeder 443.690.0888
Gordon Krause 410.529.7083
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