Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 22, 2018

Christus Victor Lutheran Church
9833 Harford Road
Parkville, MD 21234
(410) 668-8089
Web Site: Christusvictoronline.org
Email: office@christusvictoronline.org
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In keeping with our Mission Statement of "Uniting in Christ,
Growing in Faith, Serving in love, and Sharing the Good News,
WE welcome you to Christus Victor and we are blessed that you
are spending time with us in worship.

Today’s Theme:
In the last two weeks, Jesus has established his church in Peter and
the disciples, he called them to follow, and today we hear what it
means to be a disciple of Jesus and follower of God. God calls
Moses to step out of his comfort zone and plead God's case to
Pharoah in letting the Israelites go. We hear Jesus calling us to a
life of faithful following which can also lead us out of our own
comfort zones.

PARTICIPANTS
LAY ASSISTANTS: Miriam Keyser, JoAnn Velten
LAY READERS:
Miriam Keyser, Kathi Peck
ACOLYTES:
Rebecca Petersen, Meghan Collins
USHERS:
Phil Biedronski, Irene Ruby
Tom McCurdy, Tom Lehman
JR. USHER (8:30):
ALTAR GUILD:
JoAnn Velten, Dot Dietrich,
Ellen Marsheck, Faye & Mary Lari
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Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 22, 2018
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE: God is With You, James Southbridge
GATHERING
P. God call us to:
Unite in Christ, Grow in Faith, Serve in Love, and Share the
Good news.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P. In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
P. Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.
A. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.
A. Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
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may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.
Amen.
P. In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for
us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
*GATHERING SONG (ELW 631)
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*GREETING
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*KYRIE
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P. Let us pray.
O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and
guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us,
and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
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WORD
FIRST READING: Exodus 3:1-12
A reading from Exodus.
1
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest
of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to
Horeb, the mountain of God. 2There the angel of the LORD
appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the
bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3Then Moses said, "I
must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is
not burned up." 4When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to
see, God called to him out of the bush, "Moses, Moses!" And he
said, "Here I am." 5Then he said, "Come no closer! Remove the
sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is
holy ground." 6He said further, "I am the God of your father, the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.
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Then the LORD said, "I have observed the misery of my people
who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their
taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8and I have come
down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out
of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and
honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites,
the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9The cry of the
Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians
oppress them. 10So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my
people, the Israelites, out of Egypt." 11But Moses said to God,
"Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out
of Egypt?" 12He said, "I will be with you; and this shall be the sign
for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people
out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain."
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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SECOND READING: Galatians 5:16-26
A reading from Galatians.
16
Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the
flesh. 17For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what
the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to
each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. 18But if you
are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. 19Now the
works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity,
licentiousness, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger,
quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21envy, drunkenness, carousing, and
things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those
who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
22
By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control.
There is no law against such things. 24And those who belong to
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.
25
If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 26Let
us not become conceited, competing against one another, envying
one another.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL: Luke 14:25-33
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
25
Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and
said to them, 26"Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life
itself, cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross
and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you,
intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the
cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise,
when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see
it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, 'This fellow began to build
and was not able to finish.' 31Or what king, going out to wage war
against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether
he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against
him with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is
still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of
peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you
do not give up all your possessions.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
YOUNG PEOPLE’S MESSAGE
SERMON
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*HYMN OF THE DAY (ELW 335)
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*CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A. Rejoicing in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we
pray for the witness of the church, the wholeness of creation, and
all who are in need.
A. Bless all who shepherd your sheep and guide them in their
serving. We pray for church custodians, office managers, Sunday
school teachers, confirmation leaders, baptismal sponsors, deacons,
pastors, youth workers, and bishops. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
A. Restore natural environments damaged by our hands. We pray
for river valleys and grassy plains, coral reefs and arctic ice,
mountains, deserts, and marshlands. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
A. Protect and guide first responders. Bring mercy and justice with
their presence. We pray for military personnel, firefighters,
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paramedics, and police officers, and for disaster relief and crisis
intervention teams. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
A. Heal and renew all who ache for a better tomorrow. We pray for
the unemployed and underemployed, the forgotten, the nameless,
and the outcasts; for our enemies; and for our loved ones
(especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
A. Give to all who are restless, reckless, or uncertain the peace you
promise that is deeper and richer than anything we can imagine.
We pray for all who live with chronic pain, who live with anxiety,
and who are ill or hospitalized (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
A. Nourish us with the testimony of all the disciples who have
gone before us. We give thanks for the faithful departed and their
witness in every age. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
P. We entrust all our prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them
by the power of the Holy Spirit and the love of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
MEAL
OFFERING
OFFERTORY (8:30): Air in G, Michael Shea
ANTHEM (11:00): We Walk by Faith, Anne K. Organ
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*OFFERING PRAYER
A. Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in
Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to
respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Amen.
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING
*DIALOGUE
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*PREFACE
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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*LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG
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COMMUNION HYMN (ELW 592)
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*P. The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in His Grace. Amen.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A. Let us pray.
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send
light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of
life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your
Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.
SENDING
*BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.
Amen.
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*SENDING SONG (ELW 774)
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*DISMISSAL
A. God calls us to:
Unite in Christ, Grow in Faith, Serve in Love, and Share the
Good News!
A. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Fairest Lord Jesus, P. Rodriguez
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Care & Concern List
Charlene Bowie
Samantha Kimbler
David Bryson
Pam Klank
Le’Anne Bryson
Marti Mabry*
Ed Chester
Sara McNatt
Jackie Crandell
Lt. Jordan Miller
Herb Crum*
Paul David Phillips
Jim & Rosemarie Durkin
John Ruby*
Marie Greb*
Louise Stoffa
Sue Treanor
*member of CVLC

Names remain on the prayer list for 4 weeks. Please contact the
Church Office 410.668.8089, or office@christusvictoronline.org to
request a longer listing.
Homebound Members:
Kay Diggs
Sid & Jeanne George
Elizabeth Raines
George Warren

Jean Doty
Gloria Forrester
Betty & Frank Hines
Mildred Taylor
Linda Walck
Ruby Wilt

Attendance: 4/15/18: 8:30 – 40; 11:00 - 34
Count Our Blessings: 4/8/18 - $3,902.75
4/15/18 - $2,595.11
Thank you for your generous support!
Christ Flowers: Are Given in Memory of Ross Glatfelter by His
Wife Katherine.
Chancel Flowers: Are Given in Honor of Kelly Ruby’s Birthday –
Love, Mom and Dad.
The 2018 Flower Book is available in the Narthex. In order to
defray the cost of flowers, we are increasing the price to $20.00.
Once again, we will offer Chancel flowers for $20.00.
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Please remember Christus Victor Lutheran Church in your
will.
Have ideas to help show God’s love? Please E-mail them to
victorsstew@gmail.com.
Congregation Council meeting minutes for March are available
in the Narthex & on the Council bulletin board in the fellowship
hall.
VICTOR’S VITTLES:
April 28 – Susanne Miller, Darlene Aus, Irene Ruby (C)
Driver Pick-up – April 27 – Tom and Ginny McCurdy
Happy Birthday Wishes: April 24 – Seth Gail; April 25 – Sharon
Ruthke; April 26 – Kelly Ruby, April 28 – Marcus Collins
Happy Anniversary Wishes: April 23 – Arlene & Charlie Leight;
April 25 – Teresa & Larry Meley

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Apr. 23 – Pastor – Office Hours
Apr. 23 – The Good Vibe Tribe Women’s Meeting 6:00 PM
Apr. 24 – Pastor - Visitation
Apr. 24 – Christus Comforters 9:30 AM
Apr. 24 – PCRC 7:00 PM
Apr. 25 – Coffee, Cake & Commentary 10:00 AM
Apr. 26 – Pastor – Office Hours
Apr. 27 – Pastor’s Day Off
Apr. 27 – New Beginnings 7:00 PM
Apr. 28 – 60th Anniversary Celebration 2:00 – 6:00 PM
Apr. 29 – Faith and Family Sunday Celebration 9:45 AM
May 13 – Mother’s Day Brunch
May 16 – LMS Pickup

25

On the third Wednesday of every month, the LMS comes to
Christus Victor to pick up any donations from the congregation.
Please leave any donations in the fellowship hall behind the coat
rack and label your items LMS. The next pickup date is May 16th.
******************************************************
YOU ARE INVITED TO
FAITH AND FAMILY SUNDAY CELEBRATION
SUNDAY, APRIL 29TH @ 9:45AM
The Sunday School is inviting everyone to our “Faith and Family
Sunday” Celebration hour. The students will serve your table and
then join you for refreshments. We want to get to know you and
have you get to know us. There will be an opportunity given for
discussing our thoughts on various topics. The children are very
excited for this event. Please arrive by 10am on Sunday, April 29th
and enjoy this multi-generational celebration!
******************************************************

SAVE THE DATE!!
Saturday April 28, 2018:
Our 60th Anniversary Celebration!
2:00-6:00 PM
Columbus Gardens, 4301 Klosterman Avenue
Nottingham, MD 21236
Adult Ticket $25, Children ages 6-12 $12.50,
Children under 6 FREE.
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2018 Congregation Council
Sharon Simpkins, President
410.661.7568
Michael Schumann, VP/Finance
410.665.0702
Karen Biedronski, Secretary
410.529.9405
Helen Tennant, Treasurer
410.661.0686
Linda Meyer, Administration
410.215.0356
Don Keyser, Worship & Music
410.569.0015
Adam Wilson, BOLD Stewardship
240.520.0085
Todd Hieber, Property
410.591.0986
Cheryl Fidler, Christian Education
410.879.1568
Diane Frederick, Social Ministry
410.882.1402
Terrie Falloni, Evangelism
443.722.3272
Nancy Yeager, Mutual Ministry
410.668.4583
Joe Marsheck & Fiona Mitchell, Youth Representatives

Pastor:
Dir.of Music/
Children’s Choir:
Parish Admin.:

Council President
Sunday School
Superintendent:
Oakleaf Editor:
Victor’s Vittles:
Financial Sec.:
Asset Acc’t. Mgr.
WELCA:
Altar Guild:
Ushers:
Youth Group:

Church Contacts
Pastor Christopher Litton 443.517.9890
pastorlitton@gmail.com
Taylor Armstrong 410.340.6595
tsarmstrong@gmail.com
Sharon Ibex
office@christusvictoronline.org
Office Phone: 410.668.8089
Sharon Simpkins 410.661.7568
sherrylsimpkins@gmail.com
Sandy Petrovich 410.444.7947
Kathie Nichols 410.592.7942
knbnichols@yahoo.com
Pat Eichner 410.668.5345
Diane Earnest 410.760.8406
Chad Roeder 443.690.0888
Virginia McCurdy 410.665.9499
JoAnn Velten 410.254.2814
JoAnn Velten 410.254.2814
Chad Roeder 443.690.0888
Gordon Krause 410.529.7083
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